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The Single Plan for Student Achievement

School: Neal Dow Elementary

CDS Code: 04-61424-6003040

District: Chico Unified School District

Principal: David Murgia

Revision Date: 11-28-17

The Single Plan for Student Achievement (SPSA) is a plan of actions to raise the academic performance of all students. 
California Education Code sections 41507, 41572, and 64001 and the federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
(ESEA) require each school to consolidate all school plans for programs funded through the ConApp and ESEA Program 
Improvement into the SPSA. 

For additional information on school programs and how you may become involved locally, please contact the following 
person:

Contact Person: David Murgia

Position: Principal

Phone Number: (530) 891-3110

Address: 1420 Neal Dow Avenue
Chico, CA 95926

E-mail Address: dmurgia@chicousd.org

The District Governing Board approved this revision of the SPSA on .
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School Vision and Mission

Neal Dow Elementary’s Vision and Mission Statements
It is the mission of Neal Dow to ensure that:

Every Day Every Student is

Nurtured, Engaged, Achieving, Learning, and Directed with Opportunities to Win.

"Every Day Every Student is Neal Dow"

It is the vision of Neal Dow that every student will show growth in academic knowledge, social partnerships, personal responsibility 
for themselves and in taking care of others. Through the use of technology, best practices of teaching, interventions, and community 
awareness, each Neal Dow community member will feel that they are a part of the whole process of our cumulative efforts as a 
professional learning community.

• Students who need extra help in learning will receive that help.
• Students who meet or exceed learning standards will receive extra enrichment lessons and activities.
• Students who attend interventions are monitored as to their progress and learning.
• Staff development in areas of technology and data will be initiated and implemented.
• The implementation of the California Common Core State Standards will be a primary school-wide focus.

School Profile

Neal Dow School is located on the east side of Chico, serving children from Chico's northwest quadrant as well as families who 
choose to attend Neal Dow through the district's Form 10 application process. Neal Dow enrolls approximately 355 students on a 
traditional school year schedule. It is supported by a neighborhood connection of many families.

Neal Dow has implemented Renaissance Learning and IReady programs in every classroom. This allows us to use real-time data to 
ensure effective instruction and practices for each student. Our teachers use the skills-based testing that provides greater depth of 
assessments, appropriate Response to Intervention. Walk to Learn placement of students and charts the progress for students 
toward California Common Core State Standards' targets.

The Neal Dow staff will continue to focus on a balanced and integrated K-5 Math and Language Arts program with an emphasis on 
early literacy. Through the Professional Learning Communities process, and implementation of progress monitoring tools, staff will 
develop and implement a response to intervention schedule that meets the needs of the students, based on the assessment data.

The Neal Dow teaching staff has implemented a researched based student monitoring system that allows for constant growth and 
learning interventions based on individual student needs.

Neal Dow is a school-wide Title I campus. All monies under Title I are directed to all students to meet their individual needs. The 
school-wide Title I components can be found at the California Dept. of Education website for further information.

Neal Dow has a fully credentialed staff of 18 teachers, including two vibrant Students with Disabilities Classrooms and Resource for 
Students Program. Grades 1-3 are part of the class size increase with a maximum of 30 students per class. Kindergarten classroom 
sizes are currently average 24 students per room. Grades 4-5 average 32-35 students per classroom. Neal Dow met  the criteria for 
the  2016 Accountability Progress Reporting . This moved our school out Performance Improvement status. The accountability for 
this score in school wide achievement is due to the shared responsibility of teachers, staff, students and parents and to the results 
we have experienced in using Renaissance Learning programs.

Parents are invited to join the active Parent Teacher Association and/or the School Site Council. Parent volunteers are eagerly 
accepted in classrooms on a scheduled basis. PTA at Neal Dow has raised monies to support teacher costs in their classrooms and 
beautification of the campus along with fund raising for 6th grade environmental camp.
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At Neal Dow we firmly believe that every student is nurtured, engaged, achieving, learning, and directed with opportunities to win. 
Our excellent staff is open to trying new and innovative ways of reaching every student, every day.

Comprehensive Needs Assessment Components

Data Analysis
Please refer to the School and Student Performance Data section where an analysis is provided.

Surveys
This section provides a description of surveys (i.e., Student, Parent, Teacher) used during the school-year, and a summary of results 
from the survey(s).

Surveys were given to staff, students, and families of Neal Dow. The surveys were tallied and shared. The results of the surveys gave 
Neal Dow the encouragement to continue with the Professional Learning Community model and to develop more ways to 
communicate with families. Teachers communicate regularly with parents through letters, email and conferences. Each student 
receives the Neal Dow News every Friday. The development of our web site, email system and the use of the Remind application has 
also enriched our capacity to communicate with our community.  

Classroom Observations
This section provides a description of types and frequency of classroom observations conducted during the school-year and a 
summary of findings.

Every student has the necessary textbooks and supplies to be successful. Materials are readily available and our PTA donates 
approximately $250 to each classroom for additional supplies. Expenditures from our schoolwide catagorical funds support our 
efforts and staff development with Renaissance Learning. 

Analysis of Current Instructional Program
The following statements are derived from the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) of 1965 and Essential Program 
Components (EPCs). In conjunction with the needs assessments, these categories may be used to discuss and develop critical 
findings that characterize current instructional practice for numerically significant subgroups as well as individual students who are:

• Not meeting performance goals
• Meeting performance goals
• Exceeding performance goals

Discussion of each of these statements should result in succinct and focused findings based on verifiable facts. Avoid vague or 
general descriptions. Each successive school plan should examine the status of these findings and note progress made.  Special 
consideration should be given to any practices, policies, or procedures found to be noncompliant through ongoing monitoring of 
categorical programs.

Standards, Assessment, and Accountability

1. Use of state and local assessments to modify instruction and improve student achievement (ESEA)

Neal Dow uses Renaissance Learning STAR test results, district benchmark assessments and common formative assessments to 
modify instruction and improve student achievement.  The implementation of Renaissance Learning STAR Reading, STAR Math 
and Early Literacy have given us current and active data to build effective Response To Intervention groups and individual 
student focus. Our focus on the California Common Core State Standards is evident in our staff development and agendas.

We attribute this growth and achievement to the Renaissance Learning programs that have become embedded in our teaching 
practices.
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2. Use of data to monitor student progress on curriculum-embedded assessments and modify instruction (EPC)

Students are routinely assessed to collect data to check progress and determine placement in Walk to Learn groups. 
Differentiated instruction is used in all classrooms. Four school-wide screenings per year and assessments are used as needed 
for progress monitoring from Renaissance Learning products have directed our efforts to reach each student effectively.

The use of the Diagnostic reports for individual students and full classroom are tools that are used to effectively direct 
instruction.

Neal Dow is also using the Student Growth Percentile reports that compare each student's individual growth to that of his or her 
academic peers nationwide. This will assist us in transitioning to the Common Core shifts and curriculum that supports the need 
for students to become college and career ready.

Staffing and Professional Development

3. Status of meeting requirements for highly qualified staff (ESEA)

Neal Dow teachers meet the requirements for the highly qualified teacher as set forth in Every Student Succeeds Act. (ESSA). 

4. Sufficiency of credentialed teachers and teacher professional development (e.g., access to instructional materials training on 
SBE-adopted instructional materials) (EPC)

All teachers have had access to Assembly Bill 466.  100% have completed the requirements. Grade level collaboration is 
scheduled monthly and at 6 times per year for extensive planning. All teachers have received professional development in the 
use of Renaissance Learning programs and IReady Math and Language Arts Diagnostic.
Teachers have become the 'go to' coaches for the Renaissance Learning program. The coaches are assigned a program in reading 
or math, watch the data for each class and make suggestions as to how the teacher might assist the student in making further 
growth.

5. Alignment of staff development to content standards, assessed student performance, and professional needs (ESEA)

The implementation of CCCSS is evident in the use of CCCSS math modules that meet the requirements of the Common Core 
shifts. Teachers have CCCSS binders from CUSD. The binders also include CDE CCCSS for ELA and math. These can be found at the 
CDE website.

As we transition to the CCCSS, Neal Dow is currently focusing on math modules that support lessons and the shifts needed at 
each grade level.

6. Ongoing instructional assistance and support for teachers (e.g., use of content experts and instructional coaches) (EPC)

All teachers are evaluated every two years. Non-tenured teachers are evaluated yearly. Beginning teachers are given Beginning 
Teacher Support support. The evaluation of teachers is based on the California Standards for the Teaching Profession.

All teachers are given professional development days to work with their grade level partner to plan for CCCSS lessons.
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7. Teacher collaboration by grade level (kindergarten through grade eight [K–8]) and department (grades nine through twelve) 
(EPC)

Each grade level team is encouraged to meet six times per year in a half-day collaboration to prepare for the next level of 
curriculum to be taught. This is above the 1-2 times per month of grade level meetings held after school. Each grade level meets 
weekly to review student progress in those grades.

Data from Renaissance Learning and IReady are used extensively at these meetings.

Teaching and Learning

8. Alignment of curriculum, instruction, and materials to content and performance standards (ESEA)

All instructional materials are SBE-adopted and standards aligned. Teachers follow the recommended instructional minutes in 
language arts and math. 

9. Adherence to recommended instructional minutes for reading/language arts and mathematics (K–8) (EPC)

The recommended instructional minutes are followed in language arts and math at Neal Dow. 

10. Lesson pacing schedule (K–8) and master schedule flexibility for sufficient numbers of intervention courses (EPC)

The district pacing guide, teacher planned lessons, and intervention curriculum is used to accommodate students who struggle. 
Teachers progress monitor students from each group to assess if the intervention is working or not. Data from Renaissance 
programs (Early Literacy, STAR Reading and math) is used to form each intervention group. Students are placed in tiered levels 
according to the most recent data available.

11. Availability of standards-based instructional materials appropriate to all student groups (ESEA)

Standards-based instructional materials are available to all student groups. 

12. Use of SBE-adopted and standards-aligned instructional materials, including intervention materials, and for high school 
students, access to standards-aligned core courses (EPC)

SBE-adopted and standards-aligned intervention materials are provided for students with learning disabilities. 

Opportunity and Equal Educational Access

13. Services provided by the regular program that enable underperforming students to meet standards (ESEA)

Through PLC and the RTI program provided, under performing students are guided to reach higher levels. This progress is 
evident in the data retrieved from Renaissance Learning programs.  Students are assessed as needed.

The reports generated from Early Literacy, STAR Reading and math,  Math Facts in a Flash and IReady assist each grade level in 
developing appropriate RTI curriculum.

14. Research-based educational practices to raise student achievement

Teachers meet monthly for grade level collaboration. They also meet 6 times per year for half-day collaboration at each grade 
level. Teachers review assessment data, discuss instructional challenges and successes, plan the curriculum, and check on the 
RTI assessments. 
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Parental Involvement

15. Resources available from family, school, district, and community to assist under-achieving students (ESEA)

The school has a strong PTA that supports students with activities and opportunities throughout the school year. Families are 
involved as parent volunteers in the classrooms and on field trips. Many families donate materials needed for classroom 
projects. CAVE and CARD are part of the support staff who work with students in the early breakfast program and ASES. PIP and 
Healthy Play are a part of the success in student growth and behavior and conflict resolution.

16. Involvement of parents, community representatives, classroom teachers, other school personnel, and students in secondary 
schools, in the planning, implementation, and evaluation of ConApp programs (5 California Code of Regulations 3932)

Neal Dow SSC, PTA, and PBIS leadership, along with staff members guide the planning, implementation and evaluation of 
consolidated programs. The SSC meets monthly to develop the Safe School Plan, SPSS/LCAP expenditures, Title I and block grant 
expenditures, and reviews student data regarding achievement. 

Funding

17. Services provided by categorical funds that enable underperforming students to meet standards (ESEA)

Categorical funds provide a variety of services for our school-wide categorical programs.  Additional staff is hired to support 
Walk to Learn, including tech services. Intervention curriculum are purchased as needed.

With the implementation of Local Control Funding Formula, Neal Dow might experience an increase in allocation from these 
funds if comparisons are made with similar schools in the district for low-
Socially Economically and free-reduced lunch programs. The School Site Council will focus on the LCFF as it is developed within 
district.

18. Fiscal support (EPC)

The services provided by categorical funds enable underperforming students to meet standards. The PTA and SSC provide 
valuable support through the purchase of instructional materials, technology, volunteer support, book fair, Fall Festival, and 
special events and assemblies. 

Description of Barriers and Related School Goals

Barriers:
The severe decline of state and federal funding will decrease our ability to fully support the needs of our students. Our population 
sub-group for Socioeconomically Disadvantaged is 52.4%. Our free-reduced lunch program has increased to 55.8%.

In using comparable district wide demographic data, the allocations for categorical accounts have diminished tremendously from the 
district even as our sub-group population needs and percentages have remained the same.

Our teaching staff believes that every student can learn and that we can collectively work together to reach every student attending 
Neal Dow. Our SDC and RSP teachers work together to meet the needs of their case loads and also reach out to other students who 
may need more time to learn basic skills.
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School and Student Performance Data

CAASPP Results (All Students)

English Language Arts/Literacy

Overall Participation for All Students

# of Students Enrolled # of Students Tested # of Students with Scores % of Enrolled Students Tested
Grade Level

14-15 15-16 16-17 14-15 15-16 16-17 14-15 15-16 16-17 14-15 15-16 16-17

Grade 3 57 54 56 53 54 56 53 54 56 93.0 100 100

Grade 4 61 59 58 61 58 57 60 58 57 100.0 98.3 98.3

Grade 5 61 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 60 98.4 100 100

Grade 6 55 54 54 54 54 54 98.2 100

All Grades 234 227 174 228 226 173 227 226 173 97.4 99.6 99.4

* The “% of Enrolled Students Tested” showing in this table is not the same as “Participation Rate” for federal accountability purposes.

Overall Achievement for All Students

Mean Scale Score % Standard Exceeded % Standard Met % Standard Nearly Met % Standard Not Met
Grade Level

14-15 15-16 16-17 14-15 15-16 16-17 14-15 15-16 16-17 14-15 15-16 16-17 14-15 15-16 16-17

Grade 3 2439.3 2410.2 2420.7 19 20 21.43 25 17 26.79 49 31 25.00 8 31 26.79

Grade 4 2434.3 2452.1 2456.4 8 17 19.30 30 29 26.32 18 28 21.05 43 26 33.33

Grade 5 2448.9 2474.9 2477.2 3 10 10.00 22 25 31.67 27 33 23.33 48 32 35.00

Grade 6 2514.3 2494.9 7 9 31 22 43 41 19 28

All Grades N/A N/A N/A 9 14 16.76 27 23 28.32 33 33 23.12 30 29 31.79

Reading
Demonstrating understanding of literary and non-fictional texts

% Above Standard % At or Near Standard % Below Standard
Grade Level

14-15 15-16 16-17 14-15 15-16 16-17 14-15 15-16 16-17

Grade 3 21 20 23.21 64 48 35.71 15 31 41.07

Grade 4 17 28 19.30 43 43 52.63 40 29 28.07

Grade 5 5 13 21.67 48 45 48.33 47 42 30.00

Grade 6 11 13 57 43 31 44

All Grades 13 19 21.39 53 45 45.66 34 37 32.95

Writing
Producing clear and purposeful writing

% Above Standard % At or Near Standard % Below Standard
Grade Level

14-15 15-16 16-17 14-15 15-16 16-17 14-15 15-16 16-17

Grade 3 17 13 28.57 66 50 42.86 17 37 28.57

Grade 4 7 9 28.07 58 66 45.61 35 26 26.32

Grade 5 7 13 23.33 40 53 45.00 53 33 31.67

Grade 6 15 13 63 44 22 43

All Grades 11 12 26.59 56 54 44.51 33 35 28.90
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Listening
Demonstrating effective communication skills

% Above Standard % At or Near Standard % Below Standard
Grade Level

14-15 15-16 16-17 14-15 15-16 16-17 14-15 15-16 16-17

Grade 3 21 24 28.57 72 59 57.14 8 17 14.29

Grade 4 15 5 14.04 63 79 64.91 22 16 21.05

Grade 5 5 8 18.33 68 73 60.00 27 18 21.67

Grade 6 9 9 76 63 15 28

All Grades 12 12 20.23 70 69 60.69 18 19 19.08

Research/Inquiry
Investigating, analyzing, and presenting information

% Above Standard % At or Near Standard % Below Standard
Grade Level

14-15 15-16 16-17 14-15 15-16 16-17 14-15 15-16 16-17

Grade 3 19 19 23.21 72 48 48.21 9 33 28.57

Grade 4 7 14 10.53 55 66 54.39 38 21 35.09

Grade 5 15 17 13.33 48 63 50.00 37 20 36.67

Grade 6 19 24 67 63 15 13

All Grades 15 18 15.61 60 60 50.87 26 22 33.53

Conclusions based on this data:

1. Overall increase of Mean Scale Score for overall achievement in Language Art is a positive indicator and at the same time the 
percentage of students below standard means the development of the small group guided reading instruction in third, fourth 
and fifth grade must be more fully developed. Suggests more training is needed.
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School and Student Performance Data

CAASPP Results (All Students)

Mathematics

Overall Participation for All Students

# of Students Enrolled # of Students Tested # of Students with Scores % of Enrolled Students Tested
Grade Level

14-15 15-16 16-17 14-15 15-16 16-17 14-15 15-16 16-17 14-15 15-16 16-17

Grade 3 57 54 56 55 54 56 54 54 56 96.5 100 100

Grade 4 61 59 57 60 58 56 60 58 56 98.4 98.3 98.2

Grade 5 61 60 60 61 60 60 60 60 60 100.0 100 100

Grade 6 55 54 54 54 54 54 98.2 100

All Grades 234 227 173 230 226 172 228 226 172 98.3 99.6 99.4

* The “% of Enrolled Students Tested” showing in this table is not the same as “Participation Rate” for federal accountability purposes.

Overall Achievement for All Students

Mean Scale Score % Standard Exceeded % Standard Met % Standard Nearly Met % Standard Not Met
Grade Level

14-15 15-16 16-17 14-15 15-16 16-17 14-15 15-16 16-17 14-15 15-16 16-17 14-15 15-16 16-17

Grade 3 2434.6 2419.2 2421.3 13 9 23.21 44 31 25.00 18 37 23.21 24 22 28.57

Grade 4 2454.4 2466.2 2463.3 8 9 7.14 23 31 33.93 40 41 39.29 28 19 19.64

Grade 5 2471.8 2484.5 2485.6 11 12 13.33 18 25 23.33 30 32 23.33 39 32 40.00

Grade 6 2510.9 2483.4 9 9 24 22 41 31 26 37

All Grades N/A N/A N/A 10 10 14.53 27 27 27.33 32 35 28.49 30 27 29.65

Concepts & Procedures
Applying mathematical concepts and procedures

% Above Standard % At or Near Standard % Below Standard
Grade Level

14-15 15-16 16-17 14-15 15-16 16-17 14-15 15-16 16-17

Grade 3 28 22 33.93 48 46 28.57 24 31 37.50

Grade 4 22 19 19.64 40 50 51.79 38 31 28.57

Grade 5 22 22 18.33 30 47 40.00 48 32 41.67

Grade 6 17 15 46 39 37 46

All Grades 22 19 23.84 41 46 40.12 37 35 36.05
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Problem Solving & Modeling/Data Analysis
Using appropriate tools and strategies to solve real world and mathematical problems

% Above Standard % At or Near Standard % Below Standard
Grade Level

14-15 15-16 16-17 14-15 15-16 16-17 14-15 15-16 16-17

Grade 3 19 22 30.36 52 57 46.43 30 20 23.21

Grade 4 15 9 8.93 48 69 60.71 37 22 30.36

Grade 5 8 8 21.67 38 48 36.67 53 43 41.67

Grade 6 7 11 61 43 31 46

All Grades 12 12 20.35 50 54 47.67 38 33 31.98

Communicating Reasoning
Demonstrating ability to support mathematical conclusions

% Above Standard % At or Near Standard % Below Standard
Grade Level

14-15 15-16 16-17 14-15 15-16 16-17 14-15 15-16 16-17

Grade 3 30 19 23.21 56 63 51.79 15 19 25.00

Grade 4 10 16 12.50 60 55 57.14 30 29 30.36

Grade 5 10 12 6.67 47 58 53.33 43 30 40.00

Grade 6 17 13 63 52 20 35

All Grades 16 15 13.95 56 57 54.07 28 28 31.98

Conclusions based on this data:

1. Overall math scale score has increased from the 14-15 year to the 16-17 year.. At the same time the %51 of 3rd graders %59 of 
4th graders and %63 of 5th graders that are not proficient suggests the need for more in depth unpacking of standards, and high 
impact strategies.
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School and Student Performance Data

CELDT (Annual Assessment) Results

Percent of Students by Proficiency Level on CELDT Annual Assessment

Advanced Early Advanced Intermediate Early Intermediate BeginningGrade

14-15 15-16 16-17 14-15 15-16 16-17 14-15 15-16 16-17 14-15 15-16 16-17 14-15 15-16 16-17

   K   *** ***

   1   20 40 *** *** 40

   2   80 20 20 *** 40 *** 40

   3   25 25 50 20 40 40

   4   20 *** 40 *** 40 *** ***

   5   50 *** *** 25 *** *** 25 ***

   6   25 50 *** *** 25

Total  6 10 6 39 33 28 33 38 33 17 10 22 6 10 11

Conclusions based on this data:

1. Sight increase in percentage of English Learners.
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School and Student Performance Data

CELDT (All Assessment) Results

Percent of Students by Proficiency Level on CELDT All Assessments (Initial and Annual Combined)

Advanced Early Advanced Intermediate Early Intermediate BeginningGrade

14-15 15-16 16-17 14-15 15-16 16-17 14-15 15-16 16-17 14-15 15-16 16-17 14-15 15-16 16-17

   K   17 33 *** *** 50 *** *** ***

   1   17 33 *** *** 50

   2   80 17 20 *** 50 *** 33

   3   25 25 50 17 33 *** 50

   4   20 *** 40 *** 40 *** ***

   5   40 *** *** 20 *** *** 40 ***

   6   25 50 *** *** 25

Total  4 8 5 33 28 23 25 40 36 29 12 18 8 12 18

Conclusions based on this data:

1. Limited number of data points makes it difficult to make conclusions about the data set in its entirety .
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School Site Council Membership

California Education Code describes the required composition of the School Site Council (SSC). The SSC shall be composed of the 
principal and representatives of: teachers selected by teachers at the school; other school personnel selected by other school 
personnel at the school; parents of pupils attending the school selected by such parents; and, in secondary schools, pupils selected 
by pupils attending the school.  The current make-up of the SSC is as follows:
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David Murgia X         

Lindsey Erwin   X       

Trinette Samson       X   

Debbie Wakefield   X       

Kelly Noble   X       

Wayne Samson       X   

Liz Parks       X   

Terry Barth-Duch     X     

Numbers of members of each category: 1 3 1 5

At elementary schools, the school site council must be constituted to ensure parity between (a) the principal, classroom teachers, 
and other school personnel, and (b) parents of students attending the school or other community members. Classroom teachers 
must comprise a majority of persons represented under section (a). At secondary schools there must be, in addition, equal numbers 
of parents or other community members selected by parents, and students. Members must be selected by their peer group.
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Recommendations and Assurances

The school site council (SSC) recommends this school plan and Proposed Expenditure(s)s to the district governing board for approval 
and assures the board of the following:

1. The SSC is correctly constituted and was formed in accordance with district governing board policy and state law.

2. The SSC reviewed its responsibilities under state law and district governing board policies, including those board policies relating 
to material changes in the Single Plan for Student Achievement (SPSA) requiring board approval.

3. The SSC sought and considered all recommendations from the following groups or committees before adopting this plan (Check 
those that apply):

  State Compensatory Education Advisory Committee
Signature

  English Learner Advisory Committee
Signature

  Special Education Advisory Committee
Signature

  Gifted and Talented Education Program Advisory Committee
Signature

  District/School Liaison Team for schools in Program Improvement
Signature

  Compensatory Education Advisory Committee
Signature

  Departmental Advisory Committee (secondary)
Signature

X Other committees established by the school or district (list):

School Site Council Signature

4. The SSC reviewed the content requirements for school plans of programs included in this SPSA and believes all such content 
requirements have been met, including those found in district governing board policies and in the local educational agency plan.

5. This SPSA is based on a thorough analysis of student academic performance. The actions proposed herein form a sound, 
comprehensive, coordinated plan to reach stated school goals to improve student academic performance.

6. This SPSA was adopted by the SSC at a public meeting on December 13, 2017.

Attested:

David Murgia
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Typed Name of School Principal Signature of School Principal Date

Elizabeth Parks 
Typed Name of SSC Chairperson Signature of SSC Chairperson Date






































